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INTRODUCTION
In 2019’s local elections, the Sunderland Conservatives made more gains than any other
party in the city. Later that year, we reduced the three Sunderland constituencies to
marginals at the general election. This secured our position as the city’s main opposition
to Labour.

Since then, our councillors and local campaigners have worked hard all year round to
improve the communities they serve. Within the Council, we provide much needed
scrutiny of the Labour Group and expose its failures – and our achievements are clear:

•
•
•
•
•

Councillors’ allowances have been cut despite Labour opposition
All councillors now required to undertake criminal records checks
The Council has adopted the IHRA definition of antisemitism
We’ve stood up for residents fighting controversial planning applications
Securing a new reporting system for rat sightings to tackle the city’s rat problem.

COVID-19 has been a challenge to us all, but local Conservatives stepped up to help
their communities. During the pandemic, we delivered over £80,000 worth of food
parcels to vulnerable and elderly residents who were shielding. We took Christmas
hampers to care homes and raised funds for struggling charities. Our philosophy is that
local councillors should be committed all year round, not just at election time – and this
was on display throughout the last 12 months.

The same, however, cannot be said for Labour. Over the last year, Labour councillors
have misled the public about their party’s position on councillors’ allowances, Council
Tax and the cost of the new City Hall. On each occasion, Conservative councillors and
campaigners have been there to challenge them and expose them. This is why a strong
opposition is needed – another Labour councillor will change nothing, but an effective
opposition councillor will.

If you want to be involved in holding Labour to account, shaping our policies and
supporting our campaigning across the city, then join us.

Dr Antony Mullen
Leader

James Doyle
Chairman

DEMOCRACY & ACCOUNTABILITY
The Conservatives recognise that, in the eyes of many, Sunderland Council lacks
transparency and its elected members are not sufficiently accountable. We continue to
believe that further cuts to Special Responsibility Allowances held by the Majority Group
need to be made.
Our proposals are intended to restore confidence in the Local Authority and in the city’s
councillors.

•

Establish a Washington Town Council.

•

Cut Special Responsibility Allowances for councillors, making over £197,000 of
savings that will be redirected into frontline services.

•

Replace the Leader of the Council with a directly elected Mayor.

•

Merge the role of Deputy Leader of the Council with that of Cabinet Secretary,
saving a further £25,111 per annum.

•

Introduce a minimum number of hours that Portfolio Holders must work per week
and have the Council’s HR team monitor/verify this.

•

Scrap the Deputy Portfolio Holder positions.

•

Support the reduction of the number of councillors per ward from three to two.

•

Implement opposition-led scrutiny within the Council

•

Introduce a new Environmental Scrutiny Committee to investigate the Council’s
plans for green space, sewerage network issues, frontline refuse and
environmental services, and carbon reduction.

CULTURE, TOURISM & EVENTS
We want to promote Sunderland as a place for tourism, highlighting its cultural attributes
and the national and international events that it hosts. However, we also recognise that
there is no appetite among residents of the city to see the Council subsiding loss-making
events with taxpayers’ money whilst raising Council Tax.
Our proposals help to promote culture, heritage and sport within the city whilst removing
the burden on the city’s taxpayer.
•

Invest in improving the city’s Remembrance Day events, including upgrading the
screen and speaker systems used at the Remembrance parade, and develop an
annual war memorial maintenance grant.

•

Revamp the exhibits at the Museum and Winter Gardens to include new materials
including a tribute to the city’s automotive history and a Sunderland at War exhibit,
commemorating Sunderland residents’ role in wars across the 20 th and 21st
centuries.

•

Protect and properly maintain grass football pitches.

•

Ensuring that the Union flag is prominently displayed at the new City Hall all year
round.

•

Eliminate the cost of foreign travel for council officers and conduct overseas
business dealings via virtual platforms.

•

Remove Council subsidies for events like the air show and move these to a forprofit model and make the events team’s key priority gaining sponsorship.

•

Better use of the city’s greenspaces to hold outdoor events across the city,
including outdoor cinemas, food festivals and performances.

Hilary Johnson
Candidate for Washington East Ward
Chartered accountant and volunteer with local community groups

ECONOMY & TAXATION
As Conservatives, we naturally believe in low taxation for businesses and individuals. As
we recover from the COVID-19 pandemic, we recognise the urgent need to make
Sunderland a more attractive place to do business and to help keep the small and
independent businesses across our city open.

Our approach reduces the tax burden on families, individuals and businesses and helps
to make the city a more attractive place to do business.

•

Increase transparency surrounding the funding of major projects and grants
received by the Council, making explicitly clear where money has come from.

•

Limited future Council Tax increases by making savings elsewhere, such as from
councillors’ allowances and the corporate communications budget.

•

Make a business case for the port, limit the Council’s involvement and hand
greater powers over to the Port Director.

•

Offer free parking in the city centre and a limit of 50p per hour in all other Council
owned car parks.

•

The Council will take on the costs for DBS checks for local taxi drivers and take
measures to prevent private hire vehicles operating as hackney carriages.

EDUCATION, SKILLS & CHILDREN’S
SERVICES
The shambolic state of Sunderland’s Children’s Services provision – which Ofsted
consistently deems inadequate – is the Labour Party’s biggest failure over the last
decade. Pat Smith, who oversaw the collapse of the department, is now paid to scrutinise
the very service she drove into the ground. The current Portfolio Holder, Louise Farthing,
has refused to resign if the service does not improve.
Our priority in this area is the urgent repair of Sunderland Council’s Children’s Services
department’s reputation, improvements in safeguarding practices and enhanced scrutiny
of how the most vulnerable children are cared for.

•

Fund a new residential home for Together for Children to enable the Council to
bring looked after children currently housed by other local authorities on our
behalf back into the city.

•

Introduce an Independent Member who has expertise in children’s services onto
the Children, Education and Skills scrutiny committee.

•

Develop an Education/Business Forum to enable employers within the city and
the wider region to discuss their skills needs with local schools, colleges and the
university and present opportunities for employers’ involvement in the co-design
and co-delivery of compulsory, further and higher education curricula.

•

Fund counsellors to go into Sunderland schools and promote children’s mental
health, including helping them deal the pressures put on them by social media.

TRANSPORT & INFRASTRUCTURE
We support policies and ideas that will improve connectivity within the city as well as
improving connections into/out of it. We want to see a variety of sustainable transport
solutions offered across the city and, crucially, repeat our long-standing call for a new
railways station in the city centre – and one that residents can be proud of.

Our ideas for improving local transport include:

•

Conduct a strategic transport review to understand residents’ travel needs and
preferences and to advise on connectivity improvements in the area.

•

Supporting the extension of the Tyne and Wear metro to Washington, Ryhope and
Doxford International, improving transport connectivity within the city and not just
in/out of it.

•

Bringing disused railway lines in Washington into use.

•

Push for more national services from Sunderland’s Central Station.

•

Increasing the number of cycle paths across the city and repairing our current
cycle paths.

•

Greater enforcement of speed limits and dramatically overhaul how the Council
records and responds to speeding reports, including implementing and listening
to feedback from community speed monitoring programmes.

•

Offer a Community Parking Management Scheme vote to residents when
councillors can demonstrate there is significant demand for inclusion in a CPMS
scheme.

Usman Ali
Candidate for Ryhope Ward
Local businessman and Ryhope resident

CITY CENTRE
The Conservatives recognise that online shopping has long posed challenges to the high
street and that this trend towards online retail has been accelerated by COVID-19.
Sunderland’s city centre is a shadow of its former self and, to restore it, we believe it is
necessary to develop an overarching city centre masterplan to turn it into a place for
living and leisure rather than simply commercial transaction.
Our proposals are designed to breathe life into the city centre, making it a brighter, more
vibrant environment, including:

•

A new, modern city centre leisure centre that will bring families, teenagers and
adults into Sunderland.

•

Limit the number of discount/’bargain basement’ shops and betting shops in the
city centre and limit the number of charity shops per street.

•

Invest in giving the city centre a ‘green’ facelift, with more trees, plants and
greenery throughout to introduce a range of colours into the high street and help
Sunderland offset its carbon emissions.

•

Build a statue of Queen Elizabeth II to mark her platinum jubilee.

•

Introduce more street vendors throughout the city centre through relaxed
licencing.

HOUSING & PLANNING
Labour councillors have consistently failed to properly represent the views of Sunderland
residents when it comes to developments in the city. They have nodded through
controversial applications which will ruin our natural environment.
The Conservatives believe that residents should be involved in the co-design of city
developments, not just invited to participate in worthless consultations. Our policies
ensure that our communities move forward with the participation of the people who live
in them.

•

Guarantee that all Section 106 funding from developers is invested in the area
immediately surrounding the relevant development and not allow it to be redirected to elsewhere in the city.

•

More executive housing – especially housing attractive to families and young
professionals – but not at the expense of green space.

•

Consult every resident in the street before an HMO licence is granted.

•

Pursue developers to ensure they fulfil their commitments to residents made at
the planning stage by more actively enforcing planning conditions.

•

Employ community design codes, local development orders (LDOs) and plot
passports to ensure developments are co-designed by the community.

•

Ensure that adequate social housing is available to families with low annual
incomes – and that these homes are attractive spaces where people can be proud
to live.

•

Better public consultation on planning applications, going beyond the statutory
minimum.

•

Make the procurement process for Council-led developments more open and
transparent, doing more to encourage bids from local SME builders and
demonstrating value for money.

CLEANER, SAFER STREETS
Cleaner streets and environmental protections are at the heart of our plan for local
government. Conservative councillors are active in making their wards tidier, greener
places to live and work. From campaigning to protect our beaches and parks, to tackling
fly-tipping and dog fouling, the Conservatives are the party of clean communities and a
vibrant environment.
Labour watered down our fly-tipping action plan and infamously declared “there is no rat
problem in this city!”. They are in denial about the scale of the challenges we face.
Our policies aim to make Sunderland a tidier, more environmentally friendly place to live,
work and visit.
•

Order an independent survey into sewerage capacity on the sea front in light of
evidence that raw sewage (over 680,000 tonnes of it) is being discharged into
the sea annually.

•

Free means-tested residential pest control and new rat baiting bins across the
city’s parks and green spaces.

•

Improved enforcement surrounding environmental crimes and the introduction of
a reimbursement scheme for residents who can demonstrate that they have had
fly-tipped rubbish removed at their own expense.

•

Plant more trees in the city, including implementing a tree-lined streets and
wildflower programme, and issue more tree preservation orders.

•

More responsive repairs of damage to public places, like broken windows,
graffitied walls, and vandalised monuments and statues.

•

Provide families with free, larger green bins upon request.

•

Restructure of the Council’s refuse department to improve management and
delivery of service.

•

2 free bulky waste collections per year per household and a Neighbours Collection
scheme, whereby bulky waste amassed by multiple households in the same street
will be free if collection is arranged for all items at the same time.

•

Installation of hundreds of new dog waste bins throughout residential areas.

•

CCTV for fly-tipping hotspots and a ‘green’ back lanes strategy.

Richard Dunn
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Trained to teach children with special needs after leaving the military

HEALTH & WELLBEING
All Sunderland residents deserve to live healthy and fulfilling lives – and the Council
should be there to help people improve their physical and mental health. A Conservativeled council would work closely with our partners in the NHS to help people lose weight,
stop smoking/vaping and cut down on drinking if they want to.
Our ideas for a healthier city are intended to make it easier for those who want to be
healthier to achieve this. Policies include:

•

Increasing the adult social care budget by 3% this year and by an appropriate
amount in future years.

•

Extend Local Authority subsidies for public transport to all those in receipt of the
mobility component of Disability Living Allowance.

•

Provide discounted memberships at Council gyms for those with serious and
complex mobility issues.

•

Extend the Messages of Hope scheme throughout the city to promote mental
health support helplines and prevent suicide attempts.

SAFER CITY & COMMUNITIES
Residents of Sunderland want to live in safe and secure communities. In recent years, the
Labour Police and Crime Commissioners have taken resources out of Sunderland and
given them to Newcastle. Weak political representation in Sunderland means we do not
get our fair share of resources – because our Labour politicians do not fight for them.
We would stand up for Sunderland and demand that our communities are properly
resourced by the Police Commissioner.
Our proposals identify solutions to some of the main causes of anti-social behaviour and
the greatest risks to safety in our communities.

•

Redirect Area funding to introduce Park and Cemetery Wardens across the city to
maintain these spaces and tackle anti-social behaviour.

•

Establish a Metro Communities Network attended by Nexus, Northumbria Police,
the Council ASB Officer and councillors representing wards with metro stops in
them.

•

Develop localised networks of residents in Neighbourhood Watch style groups to
improve community relations with police, tackle anti-social behaviour and improve
enforcement.

•

Encourage Community Champions schemes to enable councillors to engage more
effectively with their residents so that issues and incidents are known to the
Council.

•

Duncan Crute, the Conservative candidate for Northumbria Police and Crime
Commissioner, has pledged to move the Office of the PCC to Sunderland if he is
elected. He will also give Sunderland a 24-hour police station and put more police
officers on the streets of Sunderland.

WORKING WITH GOVERNMENT
Boris Johnson’s Conservative government has repeatedly shown its commitment to
Sunderland. The Prime Minister has visited the city more than any other party leader,
promising us a bright future outside of the European Union.

In recent years, the Conservatives have invested huge sums of money into Sunderland’s
infrastructure, including the Sunderland Strategic Transport Corridor. During the
pandemic, government provided the Council with £161m in financial support to enable
us to deliver free meals during school holidays, offer Council Tax breaks, and to keep the
day-to-day frontline services running.

Sunderland was also awarded £25m of Future High Streets funding by our government
– the highest amount awarded to any local authority in the country. This grant is funding
the Riverside development in the city centre. On top of this, the city has also received
£16m to upgrade the railway station – something which local Conservatives have long
campaigned for.

Local Conservatives work hard to bring national figures to the city. We introduced the
Council’s Chief Executive to the Prime Minister, to enable him to present Boris with the
Council’s vision for Sunderland. We have also secured visits from Secretaries of State and
Ministers to showcase the city. We will continue to promote the city and its potential to
government to ensure we get the investment we deserve.

Sunderland Conservatives

Boris Johnson
Prime Minister
Boris at the Stadium of Light on the day the UK left the EU

